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SUBJECT: LADY MARK (MARIJUANA SMUGGLER) 
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1 . THE CREW OF THE LADY MARK WERE REPATRIATED ON JUNE 17, 

1977, FROM MIAMI, FLORIDA, TO BARRANQUILLA, COLOMBIA. THEY 
DEPARTED THE UNITED STATES AT 1650 HOURS ON BOARD AVIANCA 
FLT 

1031, WICH ELEW NON-STOP TO BARRANQUILLA. THEY 
WERE RELEASED FROM THE CUSTODY OF THE IMMIGRATION AND 
NAT URALIZATION SERVICE AFTER A HEARING FOR A WRIT OF 
HABEAS CORPUS IN THE TAMPA, ELORIDA, DISTRICT COURT ON 
JUNE 10. THE COURT DIRECTED THAT REPATRIATION PROCEEDINGS 
GO FORWARD UNLESS THERE WAS A REQUEST EOR EXTRADITION FROM 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PANAMA. WHEN NO REQUEST WAS RECEIVED, INS HAD NOALTERNA- 
TIVE BUT TO COMPLY WITH THE COURT ORDER. 

2. THE LADY MARK IS AT THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 
STATION AT ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA. ITS CARGO HAS BEEN 
DESTROYED, EXCEPT FOR A SMALL QUANTITY RETAINED AS EVIDENCE. 
THE USG PLANS TO BEGIN FORFEITURE PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE 
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SHIP AND, IF THE COURT APPROVES, WILL SELL THE SHIP IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OP 19 USC 1613. WE UNDER- 
STAND THAT THE PANAMANIAN CONSUL GENERAL IN MIAMI HAS 
INPORMED THE COAST GUARD THAT THE GOP HAS LIENS OP 
$4,170.96 AGAINST THE SHIP. 19 USC 1613 OUTLINES THE 
PROCEDURE FOR THE SALE OF A SHIP AND STATES THE PRECE- 
DENCE OF CLAIMS, TO WIT, COURT COSTS, COST OF HOLDING 
THE SALE, COST OF SEIZURE, AND OTHER ACCEPTABLE CLAIMS. 

WE HAVE EXPLAINED THIS TO THE LEGAL COUNSEL OF THE PANA- 
MANIAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON. 

3. FYI: THE COAST GUARD UNOPFICIALLY ESTIMATES THE 
VESSEL'S VALUE AT $65,000. IT HAS A CLAIM AGAINST THE 
VESSEL OF $1250 FOR FUMIGATION, $1719 FOR THE DETENTION 
OP THE CREW, AND $30 POR CREWS' MEDICAL EXPENSES, TOTAL 
$2999. THE CRITERIA FOR ALLOWABLE CLAIMS BY OTHER 
PARTIES IS NARROW, BUT WE ARE OPTIMISTIC THAT ANY 
REASONABLE CLAIMS PROM PANAMA CAN BE ACCOMMODATED TO THE 
LIMIT OP THE PROCEEDS OP THE SALE. THE BALANCE OP THE 
PROCEEDS REMAINING WILL GO TO THE U.S. TREASURY. END 
EYE CHRISTOPHER 
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